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From the Pastor



What a wonderful celebrations the church had in July!  In worship we have observed the seasons of Thanksgiving, Christmas and Lent.  In August, remaining worship services will center on Palm Sunday, Easter, and /confirmation and will end with a Wesley Love Feast for Communion.  On September 2nd there will be a summer-ending worship service with what I call a “Benedictus Service,” a way of saying “God be with you 'til we meet again.” 


Other sacred moments on the Island have centered on “Services of Blessing.” held at the Cemetery; the Power House; the Leeson's sanctuary of flowers and the table of sharing offered to us at the Island Market (including the crew); the Infirmary and a “Blessing of the Animals.”  At each of these events those who have gathered are reminded of how all these places and people bless us on a regular regularly.  We gathered to reflect, remember and be grateful to those who serve so faithfully.  During August the Services of Blessing will take place at the Historical Society, Town Hall, Library and School, Fish Dock and, finally, the Church itself.  All are invited to the brief “Services of Blessing” held at 11:30 on Sundays.


Our Bible study on Monday evenings help us find inspiration, support and direction for our lives as we study and share from the Sermon on the Mount and Beatitudes of Jesus.  Please join us at 7 pm. for an invigorating hour of sharing.


On August 20 we will have our church's Annual meeting.  Major decisions will be made around the Campaign results, building improvements and the future mission and ministry of Cuttyhunk Union Church.  These are exciting, important and mean- ingful times, not only for the parish members but also for the Island.  Plan to attend the 1 p.m. Meeting with Rev. Gary Shaw, District Superintendent.  


I am grateful for all who serve our church and the Island so faithfully.  It is rewarding to be part of a team which includes Ned and Bev Prevost and Ann Conway.  I am grateful and blessed by all the things we have been able to do together in our mission as the people of Jesus Christ in this location.  We are all pretty amazing!  Peace,





Jim Todd

Visit the Church website!!  


Please note the church's website address above.   Thanks to Hal Granger who has developed and maintains the site.  The site will allow church members and friends to keep in touch and find out information about what’s going on while we are apart from one another.  There are photos of 2007 summer activities and information on the capital campaign.  A great way to “keep in touch.”  Thanks to Hal for his service.

CHURCH COMMITTEES


The Parish Council is the major decision-making body in the church.  There are twenty-one members of the Parish Council which meets at least once or twice a year.  For ten months most of us are separated from each other.  In order to expedite decision-making, a Steering Committee has been formed with the following people:  Jim Todd, Pastor; Judith Buckeridge, Lay Member to Annual Conference; Judith Archer, Parish Council Chair; Ann Conway, Recording Secretary; Ned Prevost, Episcopal Rector; Tim Buckeridge, Trustee Chair; Flora Lovell, Lay Leader; Ginny Doran, Pastor-Parish Chair;  and Roxy Leeson, Campaign co-chair,


Circle of Concern


Let us remember in our prayers the following people:  Tim and Judith Buckeridge, the Jan Wilder family members, Pete Lehner (recovering from open heart surgery), and those being deployed to Iraq and their families – Jamie Bancroft, Charlie Porter, and Keith Hunter.

Church Trustees 


On August 27, 2006 the following people were elected as officers of The Board of Trustees of Cuttyhunk Union Methodist Church:  Tim Buckeridge, Chair; Judith Archer, Secretary and Flora Lovell, Treasurer.   Other members of the Board of Trustees include Asa Lombard III,  Charlie Tilton, Jay Merriam and Elaine Doran.

Parsonage Work Party – August 7th 


Can you help?  There are a many items at the parsonage that need help: scraping, painting,    minor repairs, etc.  Can you volunteer an hour or two on Tuesday, August 7th, from 8 am – noon to help reduce the size of the list of things that need to be done?  Hope to hear from you.  Jim

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


The Nominating Committee will meet during the next weeks to provide names of people willing to serve the church in a variety of positions:  Trustee, Parish Council, Finances, Social Justice, Missions, Pastor Parish and others.  If you are interested in serving in some way, please contact one of the following members:  Judith Archer, Judith Buckeridge, Elaine Doran or Jim Todd, Chairperson.  Thank you for considering this as part of your ministry to the church and the island.

ANNUAL MEETING


The Church's Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, August 20, at 1 p.m. In the church building.  Rev. Gary Shaw, District Superintendent,m will be present to receive reports of church activities now and in the future.  All members of the parish are encouraged to attend and will have voice and vote on church ministry on the island and beyond.  The Pastor-Parish Committee will also meet with the District Superintendent prior to the Annual Meeting.  Members of that committee are:  Ginny Doran, chair; Judith Archer, Jane Chalton, Bev Prevost and Judith Buckeridge.  They are always glad to received thoughts and opinions from parish members.  Please be in touch with one or more of them.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Would you like to become more formally connected to Union Methodist Church?  The church is important to the individuals and to the island, and if you are interested, you may become a member of the church if your membership is not in another church.  Or you may become an associate member if you are currently a member of another congregation/faith.  Why not talk with Jim about this?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thanks to Wendy Zimbone for the lovely prayer, “Let me be a blessing to someone today,” on the structure supporting the tower in the sanctuary.

August Calendar of Events


3
Pastor Parish Committee 10:30-12 noon



Parish Council (bag lunch) 12:30 – 2 pm


5
Service of Blessing 11:30 am – Hist. Society



Palm Sunday worship at 7 pm


6
Bible Study at 7 pm


7
Parsonage Work Party 8 am – noon


8
Church Fair and Bake Sale – 




children at 2:45 pm



      adults at 3 pm


12
Service of  Blessing 11:30 –  Town Hall



Easter Worship at 7 pm


13
Bible Study at 7 pm 


15
Musicale at 7 pm


19
Service of Blessing 11:30 – Library & School



Confirmation Worship at 7 pm


20
Annual Church Meeting




Pastor Parish 10:30 am




Annual Meeting 1 pm


26
Service of Blessing 11:30 — Fish Dock



Love Feast Communion Worship at 7 pm

SEPTEMBER


2
Benedictus Worship and  Service of                  


Blessing at 7 pm

Thank you Judith Archer and the children for the “raising the roof” concert, and to all who helped raise $2,127.00 toward the estimated $100,000 needed for the roof and tower reconstruction.


The structure in the sanctuary will remain until $100,000 is in the bank.  If you have not made your three-year pledge to the Capital Campaign and intend to do so, please read Roxy Leason's letter found elsewhere in the newsletter.  Your support is urgently needed.  The Campaign Committee hopes to hear from you soon.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Last year, during the 125th celebration, a butterfly bush was planted in front of the church building in honor and memory of Father Phil.  Stop by to see how beautiful it is this year and how many butterflies are appearing.

