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Reflections on  summer 07


Summer Services . . . Great and glorious are two words describing our time together!  Well-attended Episcopal services were led by Rev. Ned and Bev Prevost, Rev. Nicholas Porter, Reverends Deborah and Robert Dresser; Roman Catholic services led by Ann Conway and Father Thomas Cosik. Rev. Jim Todd, assisted one evening by Rev. Tom Warner, led worship services we usually aren’t able to celebrate at Cuttyhunk:  Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter, Pentecost, a Love Feast and the Cuttyhunk’s traditional parting service of blessings and benediction. Thanks to all who were part of those services:  Mary Todd, Ruth Holt, Jerome Frazel, pianists and those who brought beautiful island flowers arrangements, enhancing our worship experience.


	“Services of Blessing,” brief times together to reflect, remember and appreciate ways which Island areas bless us, were held on Sundays at the Cemetery, Power House, Island Flowers (Leeson’s) and Island Market, blessing of the animals, Infirmary, Historical Society, Town Hall, Library and School, Fish Dock and the Church. 





Weekly meetings . . . The weekly Bible Study centered on the Beatitudes of Jesus (The Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 5) and His teachings about personal qualities desirable for those who live in His footsteps.


	The A.A. and Al-Anon meetings provide a safe and confidential space where people with addictions can share their journeys in helpful and supportive ways with one another.  One mission is to reach out to others whose lives are seriously effected by addictions to alcohol and other drugs of choice. This year there were some especially meaningful moments with participants who lives were blessed 


by our times together.  The Serenity Prayer expresses the desire for wisdom to change:  “God grant me serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”





Special Events . . . The Wilder Family gathered in the sanctuary with Robin and Don, to celebrate the life of Janet Wilder.  A sanctuary full of people came to share special thoughts and memories of times gone by and qualities that will never fade from sight.  The music and the images of a DVD shown about the times of Janet’s life was very moving, and most people went away from the service with a deeper sense of the unique gifts this special woman brought to each of us and to Cuttyhunk.  Janet Wilder is truly missed and now more deeply appreciated.


	And then, there was the Baptism of Molly Elizabeth Frothingham – moments of recognizing this “child of God” in our midst and of the church’s privilege to welcome her into the faith of the Christian community.  It was a special . . . and funny . . .  moment when Molly baptized your pastor’s nose!  Baptisms are one of the most sacred times of the life of any parish.  Thank you Heidi and Chris for choosing our Cuttyhunk church setting to be the place to introduce your daughter to a Christian faith community.


	On top of all that . . . would you believe? . . .  are the result of the labors of Bev Prevost and Tibbie Field who were co-chairs of the Church Fairs.   This year with so many other helpers, they produced the highest fair income anyone can remember!  Over $5,000 was received from the July and August fairs to support the ministry and mission of Cuttyhunk Church.  Thank you to one all for the outcome! 


Church Financial Campaign . . . The third weekend of August will be remembered as the time when the Campaign, “Honoring the Past – Preparing for the Future,” really took off!  Within a twenty-four hour period over $60,000 was pledged to “raise the roof,”  bringing the total to over $150,000 toward the goal of $250,000.  A great sigh of joy and relief was felt throughout the church community, and a deeper of sense that the church’s building and development program will be done!  Hallelujah!  Good News!  Great news!  Our generation will be able to do for future generations what a previous generation has done for us.


	Children led the way, providing the stimulus for all of us to do what we can to “raise the roof.”  First there was lemonade stand that gave all its profits to help the church campaign.  Another  lemonade stand gave to the “roof fund-raising group” a donation from their profit.  Following that, another stand at four corners had lemonade and necklaces made by children and youth who similarly gave their profits to the church.  Over $900 was given to the church from Island children as their contribution to the church’s future!  Some of us have been inspired to “go and do likewise.”  


	The children were also a major part of an earlier “Raise the Roof” effort reported in July when, under the leadership of Judith Archer, they performed a wonderful concert before another packed house.  The evening offering that night totaled over $2,150!  Thanks to everyone for contributing to the momentum that continues to build right up to most of our Labor Day departures.


	Roxy Leeson, co-chair of the Campaign Committee along with Jay Merriam, reminded us at the August 26th  Love Feast,  to continue supporting the campaign when she quoted  Fleetwood Mack lyrics, “Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow!”   I’ll add other lyrics from The Carpenters:  “We’ve only just begun!”  We will not let the momentum subside.  Each one of us has the opportunity to help the church reach the goal of $250,000 to put into the hands of our children’s children a “house of God” that continually makes its presence and availability known to all.  Please read the enclosed letter from the campaign chairs, and respond as you are able.  Help the church reach its goal to maintain, equip and staff our church building to serve our generation as well as future generations.


	Momentum is building to reach the church’s hopes and dreams.  We were blessed by a rainbow across the skies of Cuttyhunk.  Brent Hall photographed the rainbow as it ended on the Bell Tower of Cuttyhunk Union Methodist Church! It was beautiful to see the rainbow “live and in person.” Brent’s photograph is on the church’s website (www.cuttyhunkchurch.org). 


	


Trustees . . . The Trustees of the church sent out bid requests for roof and bell tower work and an accessibility ramp.  That process has begun.  The roof will be replaced and the bell tower rebuilt  as soon as at least three contractors' bids are in and the money becomes available.  Accessiblity will also be improved.  Once the building is sound and “tight,” other interior work can be scheduled.  We hope a contract will be awarded sometime this fall.


	The Trustees also authorized work on the parsonage.  A new entry way was built, a screen door installed and a bathroom cabinet was purchased and installed.  Zack, who did the work, planed all five doors in the house and all of them now close properly!  Mary and I appreciate these improvements to our summer home, which is also used by the school teacher the other ten months of the year.





Circle of Concern . . . Please remember the following Island people in your prayers . . . Tim and Judith Buckeridge, Ben Walker and Jim Nunes.  As always, we remember Island families who have family ssmembers serving in Iraq . . . the Bancroft, Hunter and Porter families.  We pray for them as well as for the innocent citizens of Iraq and Afganistan suffering from war.





In Closing  . . . I want to share how special the summer has been!   A lot of progress is happening on the campaign and the church building plans.   The Parish Council has met several times this summer and been instrumental in developing ways to accomplish our goals that have been energizing and productive. A special thank you to Hal Granger for his continued professional work on the website.  (Have you heard the bell?)


	The Pastor-Parish Committee will request the Bishop to appoint me to the Island in 2008.  I will also communicate with the Bishop my desire to return.  Hopefully, in late June of 2008, Mary and I will return to the island to continue a new year of service.  We are grateful to all who make our time meaningful on Cuttyhunk Island.                      Grace and Peace.  Jim 


